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The Parish is located in the 

District of San Martin de Porres 

in north Lima. The Parish covers 

an area with a population 

50,000, which is made up of 77 

housing associations. The 

Parish is made up of 12 chapels 

which serve the local people. 

Father Ed O’Connell blesses the 

congregation’s palms on Palm 

Sunday. 

 

The Parish celebrated its 15th 

anniversary in July 2010. It 

was founded by lay 

missionaries from 

neighbouring parishes 

together with the Columban 

Fathers. 

 

The lay people of the Parish 

have a very important role in 

the organisation and 

development of their own 

Christian communities.  
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The First Holy Communion 

programme and 

Evangelisation in the Family. 

The preparation of the children 

lasts for 9 months, during 

these months, the children 

along with their parents take 

part in weekly meetings in 

small groups. Every 3 months 

there are workshop days 

where all parents take part. 

 

By working in this way with 

families, the programme 

promotes Christian values in 

the parents. Later on the 

parents will be the principle 

teachers of the Catholic faith 

for their children. Here Father 

Ed talks to parents. 
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Part of the workshop days 

includes parents sharing their 

testimony of faith with others.  

 

Father Ed promoting an 

important message: Christian 

Families will make a better 

world.  
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Father Ed and children in their 

First Holy Communion.  

 

Each year dozens of 

teenagers prepare for 

Confirmation over 10 months. 

During these months, the 

young people learn about 

Jesus’ life, including as a 

young man and relate this to 

their own struggles in their 

lives.  
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The sacrament of Baptism is 

very important in people’s 

lives. Each week there are 

baptismal Masses for babies 

and children. 

Women and Family Pastoral 

Programme. 

This Pastoral programme 

promotes the development of 

each individual woman as a 

whole person. It works in two 

area: skills training; and 

prevention of domestic 

violence.  
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Over one year, in the area of 

integrated skills training the 

women receive technical 

training in desert making, cake 

decorating, sewing, knitting, 

beauty and hairdressing, and 

craft and bag making.  

 

The other area of training is in 

the prevention of domestic 

violence. The programme 

provides emotional support 

and gives advice and 

information of what to do and 

where to go for help.  

 

Health Pastoral Programme 

Our objective is to safeguard 

and improve lives. We achieve 

this through education and 

information.  
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Each year we organise a 

health campaign and offer 

testing for breast cancer and 

cancer of the uterus. 

Approximately 350 women 

attend each year. Each year 

women now return to be 

tested again.  

 

Youth Pastoral Programme 

This programme provides a 

space for all the young people 

who live in the local area. The 

objective is that this 

programme provides an 

alternative environment from 

the others that young people 

find in Lima. The activities that 

the young people take part in 

contribute to their 

development into adulthood. 
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Workshops in Schools 

Young people from the Youth 

Pastoral Programme give talks 

to other young people in 

schools, for example how to 

stay healthy. In the photo we 

can see one of the young 

parishioners giving a talk 

about how to prevent HIV. 

The young people also take 

part in masses and liturgies.  
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In this photo we see members 

of the parish after taking part 

in the Remembrance 

Marathon. This event was put 

on to remember those killed 

during the 20 years of political 

unrest and terrorism in Peru. 

By putting on events like this 

and talking about such issue in 

the open, it is hoped that the 

violence will never be 

repeated.  

 

Father Ed O’Connell and the 

parishioners of Our Lady of 

the Missions wish to thank the 

friends and parishioners of 

Saint Joseph’s Epsom and the 

staff, parents and children of 

Saint Joseph’s school, for your 

generosity and prayers. It 

means so much to these 

people to know that they are in 

the hearts and minds of 

friends far away.   

Thank you for listening to us. 

Thank you for praying for us. 

Thank you for your charity. 


